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missing documentation
* modern ethical issues (collections closed)

repatriation requests
* provenance analysis

archival systems, catalogues

open collections with ongoing entry

tracking of information

access to research

* implementation of research results

* implementation of modern data formats

* information exchange between collections

* making collections visible
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Alexander Ecker 1816-1887

Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg
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NACH DEM STANDE VOM 1. APRIL 1878

ZUSAMMENGESTELLT
VON
Medical doctor ALEXANDER ECKER.

Chair for Zoology, Physiology and Anatomy, Univ. Freiburg
Important research: human and frog embryogenesis 2

Nomenclature of the cerebral cortex

}51’;3 fefoor D5 Echer.

lllustrations seized by Darwin
... ... Prehistory, Etnnology, excavations

Wothisaehten faat Ethnograh;ial Museum Freiburg, Museum for Prehistory based on his collections

7./8.10.2016 Workshop Digital Standards for Skeletal Collections 3



Alexander Ecker:
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The Alexander Ecker Collection

Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg

Alexander Ecker (1816-1887)
* Catalogue 1878: 450 Skulls
* Eugen Fischer (1874-1967)
* 1935 implementation of the Gabriel von Max collection:

ca. 440 Skulls
* significant loss of skulls and documentation during WW
1 and 2

* several relocations, change in archival systems
* (Catalogue of today: ca. 1600 Skulls and casts
* currently no entry

* closed for research other than provenance analysis
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Blick in die "Zoologisch Ant pologische Abteilung” im {4 e Postkarte des Universitatsarchivs Freidurg: J& ’
Privatmus x in Miinchen, um 1890. e 7 B Lagerungsumstande der Alexander-Ecker-Sammlung vor y
Repro: © Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen, Jean Christen il o Ubernahme durch das Universitatsarchiv.

Linkage between historical documentation of acquisition/archiving and
skulls possible?

How to deal with the repatriation request of Namibia (operated through
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs) concerning Herrero and Nama skulls
collected by Eugen Fischer ?

How to deal with the repatriation request of Australia (aborigines groups)
concerning Australian aborigines in the AEC ?
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Alexander Ecker Collection 2002 under the custody of the

Freiburg University archive
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Dokumentation
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Dokumentation
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Dokumentation
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Dokumentation
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Identification methods for provenance analysis applied

O

to the Alexander Ecker collection X
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Morphometrics =Ll

e.g. FORDISC analysis, GM shape analysis (probability of population affiliation)

Computed Tomography

(3-dimensional shape analysis, functional morphology, facial reconstructions)

Stable Isotope signatures

(inclusion/exclusion to regions of living)

DNA-Analysis

Analysis of mtDNA (Haplotype) und nuclear DNA (STR alleles) , probability of population
affiliation

Tooth cementum analysis _

Estimation of age at death, life history (link to written sources)

Palaeopathological analysis, stress exposure, degenerative remodeling (link to written
sources, life style
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Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg
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Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg

7./8.10.2016

Workshop Digital Standards for Skeletal Collections

16

UNI

FREIBURG



UNI
|

FREIBURG

Report on the Identification of skulls from Namibia

in the Alexander Ecker Collection

March 2014

Prof. Dr. Ursula Wittwer-Backofen, Physical Anthropology, Faculty of Medicine
Prof. Dr. Dieter Speck, University Archive and University Museum

Prof. Dr. Gregor Dobler, Institute for Ethnology, Faculty of Philosophy

Mareen Kastner M.A., Physical Anthropology, Faculty of Medicine

Contributing laboratories:
Mareen Kastner M.A., Anthropology, Medical Faculty, Albert Ludwigs University Freiburg
(sampling, morphological analysis)

Dr. Marina Vohberger, Biocentre of the Ludwigs Maximilian University Munich, Departmer
of Biology |, Anthropeology and Biodiversity (Stable Isotope Analysis).

Dr. Sabine Lutz-Bonengel, Institute of Legal Medicine, Albert Ludwigs University Freiburg
(DNA analysis)
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Report on the ldentification of skulls from Namibia in the Alexander Ecker Collection 4

other historical information

This skull seems to have come from the same
excavation as 750 and 751

It is known that Fischer has excavated a number of
skeletons near Swakopmund in 1908 (Fischer 1958)
He believed those to be Nama remains. He does not
indicate how many skeletons he unearthed but he
does state that he tock a few of them home and
included them in the collection. However, Uhlbach
(1914) mentions six hottentot skeletons ina
publications

When Fischer had the cemetery excavated in 1908,
he had been informed that it had been deserted
around 20-23 years prior, placing the cemetery i the
late 1800s.

Fischer seems fo have associated the dental
mutilation with the Herero, a5 he noted this on the
paper label, suggesting that this could be the skull of
a Herero indiv1

s€x

female

age-at-death

20-40

morphological analysis

Morphologically, the skull is most indicative of an
African ancestry. FORDISC analysis confirms this.

remains present

cranium and mandible.

description of remains

The skull is of a dark brown color. The surface is
shiny indicating some sort of treatment. The skull is
small and gracile. It exhibits dental mutilaticn on the
upper meisors

information 1985/2001 catalog and papers

An old inventory mumber 413 is listed in the catalog
as well as on the skull itself. A paper label on the left
Zygomatic process says

No 8 ausgegr in Swakoprmnd weibl. (Gewit (7)
vorhanden) Zahnliicke (Hevere!?) Negerhaar!
Eigent. Frof. Fischer

[No. 8 excavated in Swakopmmmd, female, ? present,
tooth gap (Herero!?), Negro hair, property Prof.
Fischer]

No hair or other items are present with the skull

pathelogy and/or anomalies

The sagittal suture is noticably indented, forming a
trench along its line. There are Wormian bones along
the lambdoid suture, cne large

The frontal incisors (11 and 21) have been filed so
that a gap has formed between them This type of
dental mutilation is found to be common among
African peoples (Reichart et al. 2008).

mtDNA results

isotope results

Most likely

conclusion

Namibian Ancestry most likely

information skull labels

Black ink writing on the left parietal reads
Swakopmund Herero 413

The left temporal has a number 8. The left side of the
mandible reads (§) Heraro 413

acquired by

Possibly Eugen Fischer.
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04.03.2014: Repatriation Ceremony at Freiburg University
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Recommendations published 2013 by

Deutscher Museumsbund in german and english language

BURG

Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg
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DEUTSCHER Recommendations for the

MUSEUMS _
BUND Care of Human Remains

in Museums and Collections

Herausgeber: Deutscher Museumsbund e.V.

Text: Arbeitsgruppe Human Remains im Auftrag des Vorstandes des Deutschen Museumsbundes:
Wiebke Ahrndt, Claus Deimel, Michael Geifidorf, Christian Lenk, Susanne Roefiger,

Wilfried Rosendahl, Anja Schaluschke, Markus Schindlbeck, Thomas Schnalke, Carola Thielecke,
Claudia von Selle, Anne Wesche, Ursula Wittwer-Backofen

Guidance for the Care of
Human Remains in Museums
Lektorat: Dorothea Deterts

Gestaltung: *augenstern — Biiro fiir Gestaltung, Kassel

Gefordert vom Beauftragten der Bundesregierung fisr Kultur und Medien aufgrund eines Beschlusses

des Deutschen Bundestages.

Wir danken dem Ubersetzungsdienst des Auswiirtigen Amtes der Bundesrepublik Deutschland fir die

Erméglichung der englischen Ubersetzung.

© Deutscher Museumsbund eV, April 2013
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Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg

DFG Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft

Literaturversorgung und Information / Erschliedung und Digitalisierung

Standardbildung zur ErschlieBung und / oder Digitalisierung von Objekt-
gattungen in wissenschaftlichen Sammlungen

Pressemitteilung Nr. 5 | 11. Marz 2014

Neues Wissen aus alten Sammlungen: DFG unterstitzt ErschlieBung und Digitalisierung
forschungsrelevanter Objekte

Von Herbarien Uber Skelette bis zu historischen Musikinstrumenten: Zwolf Vorhaben werden an
Museen, Hochschulen und auf3eruniversitaren Instituten geférdert / Standardbildung als Ziel
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Latest Publications:
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Wittwer-Backofen U, Kastner M, Moller D, Vohberger M, Lutz- Bonengel S, Speck D (2014) Ambiguous provenance?
Experience with provenance analysis of human remains from Namibia in the Alexander Ecker Collection. Anthrop.Anz. 71:
68-86.

Kastner M, Ortolf S, Rudell A, Mdller D, Wittwer-Backofen U (2011) The Alexander Ecker Collection in Freiburg. In
Documenta Archaeobiologiae 8: 275-284.

Wittwer-Backofen U, Schlager S (2013) Anthropologische Zugange zur Provenienzklarung menschlicher Skelettiiberreste in
Sammlungen. — In: Stoecker H, Schnalke T, Winkelmann A (eds.): Sammeln, Erforschen, Zuriickgeben? Menschliche
Uberreste aus der Kolonialzeit in akademischen und musealen Sammlungen. Ch. Links Verlag Berlin, S. 224-243.

Deutscher Museumsbund (ed. 2013): Empfehlungen zum Umgang mit menschlichen Uberresten in Museen und
Sammlungen, Texte von Ahrndt W, Deinmel C, Geil3dorf M, Lenk Ch, RéRiger S, Rosendahl W, Schaluschke A,
Schindlbeck M, Schnalke T, Thielecke C, von Selle, C, Wesche A, Wittwer-Backofen U. htip
://lwww.museumsbund.de/ileadmin/geschaefts/dokumente/
Leitfaeden_und_anderes/2013_Empfehlungen_zum_Umgang_mit_menschl_UEberresten.pdf, (published first April 2013)

Rosendahl W, Moller D, Wittwer-Backofen U, Gruppe G, Vohberger M (2011) Alte Schadel im neuen Licht. Historische
Hintergriinde und moderne Untersuchungen zu ausgewahlten Objekten aus der Schadelsammlung des Gabriel von Max. In
Wieczorek A, Rosendahl W (Hrsg.) Schadelkult. Kopf und Schadel in der Kulturgeschichte des Menschen. Publikation der
Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen Band 41 Verlag Schnell und Steiner, S. 319-323.

Moller D, Rosendahl W, Wittwer-Backofen U (2010) Schadelgeschichten. Historische Hintergriinde und modern
anthropologische Untersuchungen zu ausgewahlten Objekten. In Stadtische Galerie im Lenbachhaus und Kunstbau (Hrsg)
Gabriel von Max Malerstar Darwinist Spiritualist. Hirmer Minchen, S. 260-264.

7./8.10.2016 Workshop Digital Standards for Skeletal Collections 21


http://www.museumsbund.de/ileadmin/geschaefts/dokumente/%20Leitfaeden_und_anderes/2013_Empfehlungen_zum_Umgang_mit_menschl_UEberresten.pdf
http://www.museumsbund.de/ileadmin/geschaefts/dokumente/%20Leitfaeden_und_anderes/2013_Empfehlungen_zum_Umgang_mit_menschl_UEberresten.pdf
http://www.museumsbund.de/ileadmin/geschaefts/dokumente/%20Leitfaeden_und_anderes/2013_Empfehlungen_zum_Umgang_mit_menschl_UEberresten.pdf
http://www.museumsbund.de/ileadmin/geschaefts/dokumente/%20Leitfaeden_und_anderes/2013_Empfehlungen_zum_Umgang_mit_menschl_UEberresten.pdf

k you for your attention !




